Proposed solar farm and
battery storage facility
High Nunton Farm,
near Borgue, Dumfries and Galloway.
In a recent Government survey, 85% of the population supported solar PV projects,
ensuring it remains one of the most popular energy generation technologies.
Source: Public Attitude Tracker Survey undertaken by BEIS. (Public Attitude Tracker Survey, Wave 31, Sept 2019)

Climate Change is the

‘Biggest threat modern humans have ever faced’
United Nations. https://www.un.org/press/en/2021/sc14445.doc.htm
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The project
We are in the process of developing a planning application for a
solar farm with a battery storage facility at High Nunton Farm, near
Borgue. The site has been chosen because of its remoteness and
the limited visibility of the site from the surrounding areas. The site
also benefits from the local area’s solar microclimate.

The project will be directly connected to the electrical
network and all local electrical consumers will benefit from
the sun’s low carbon energy as it ‘flows’ into the local
grid network. The project will also include battery energy
storage to help store the sun’s energy for when it is most
needed and to provide important balancing services to
the local grid, including helping to control voltage and
frequency levels for the benefit of the local community.
The site is currently predominantly used for grazing and we
are keen to continue to graze sheep on the land once the
solar farm has been built. Whilst we’re applying for planning
permission now, the grid connection will not be available
until 2025, therefore the project isn’t scheduled to begin
construction until 2025.

We have employed Prospus Group to manage the
planning process for us. Prospus has an experienced
team of planning and renewable energy specialists who
have successfully worked with local communities and
stakeholders on low carbon energy projects across the
UK. Prospus are currently working on a wide range of
environmental assessments to help inform the design
as it develops, including landscape, visual, heritage,
archaeology, ecology, ornithology, hydrology and more.

Key details
	The solar farm is forecast to generate 29,700MWh
of electricity each year – equivalent to the annual
electricity consumed by approximately 8,000 homes!1
	The project would save an estimated 40,000 tonnes2
of carbon emissions over its lifetime - equivalent to
driving the average new car around the world over
8,600 times!3
	The solar farm is proposed to cover 48 hectares and
the project would enhance biodiversity as part of
a bespoke landscape, planting, and management
plan, which includes an additional 18 hectares of
land set aside for woodland planting and biodiversity
improvement.

Information Sessions

	The project will include for a new 4km footpath and
woodland picnic area for the enjoyment of the local
community.

A key part of developing plans for a new solar farm is to engage with and seek the views of the local
community. Therefore, we will be holding online information sessions where you can find out more
about the project. Please visit our website at www.highnuntonsolar.co.uk for details of how to attend
or to complete our short feedback survey.

	The project includes battery energy storage that will
not only help store energy for when it is most needed
but will also provide a range of high-speed balancing
services to the national and local grid to help Scotland
transition away from harmful fossil fuels.

Assumes the average UK homes consumes 3,731kWh/year of electricity
2
Grid CO2 levels sourced: Electricity emissions factors to 2100, kgCO2e/kWh (BEIS)
1

02

However, we will be planting the proposed woodland
and hedges to help screen the project in the first planting
season after planning consent to maximise growth and the
screening it offers.

Assumes 115gCO2/km. 2020 figures. Global circumference 40,075km.
S
 ource: https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/
attachment_data/file/917501/vehicle-licensing-statistics-april-to-june-2020.pdf

3

	The project is due to begin in 2025 when the grid
connection is available.
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Location plan
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Indicative areas for screen planting
and biodiversity enhancement
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proposed solar farm

Proposed site
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Site location plan showing the construction access route

Access

Solar panels
Solar panels

St Mary’s Isle

The construction of the site is likely to take around nine
months, during which time access will be from an existing
farm track to the north, using the A75 and A755, meaning
that construction traffic will not pass through Borgue.
The site will not be permanently staffed and very limited
maintenance access will typically involve a small team of
engineers every few months using small commercial or
4WD vehicles.

Jock’s Bay

Proposed new path
(indicative route), to be
constructed with the
proposed solar farm

Solar panels

Nun Mill Bay

Online Information Event
18th August at 6pm
B727

We will be holding an online information event
where you can find out more about the project.

B727
Proposed starting point for new
walk-through existing gateway

Maintenance access
04

PLEASE NOTE:
The illustration on these pages is a draft of the layout and landscaping only.
This draft has been informed by the environmental assessments that have
been completed to date. The design phase is an evolving process.

Please visit our website at
www.highnuntonsolar.co.uk for details of how to
attend or to complete our short feedback survey.
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Initial thoughts
The final design and layout of the proposed development will be
shaped by feedback from key stakeholders, community engagement,
and on-going ecological, landscape, and heritage assessments.
However, here we share some of our key initial thoughts for how the
project could positively impact flora, fauna, and the local area.
The proposed picnic and amenity area, accessed via the footpath,
is located within a stand of mature woodland.

Existing trees and woodland

Biodiversity impact and management

Continued agricultural use

The solar panels will be developed in open fields and
the existing trees and woodland will be retained by the
scheme.

A wide range of surveys have been completed to
establish how the land is currently being used by local
wildlife including breeding birds, over wintering and
migratory birds, badgers, bats, and otters. The project
team are also carefully considering hydrology and
wetland habitats to ensure that the designs, as they
develop, manage the impacts on these by following
Scottish Environment Protection Agency (SEPA)
guidance.

The site is currently predominately used for sheep
grazing and the proposal will see the area underneath
and around the solar panels planted with grass to
permit grazing to continue after the project has been
completed.

As the project develops, a bespoke management plan
for the site will be developed by ecologists to ensure
that the project protects and enhances habitats for local
wildlife, including planting native species to focus on
providing favourable conditions for local wildlife.

Open green space

Woodland enhancement
A detailed landscape and planting plan will be
developed as part of the planning application. This will
include significant additional native woodland and hedge
planting to help provide enhanced visual screening,
enhanced habitat for local wildlife, improved water
retention, and flood protection. The screen planting for
the project will be planted in the first planting season
after planning consent, giving the new hedges and trees
years of growth before the solar farm is built.

Biodiversity enhancement
The farm is currently used as a working farm and is
predominantly grazed by sheep with small areas used
for limited arable planting. The solar farm would allow
the farm to continue to be grazed by sheep but would
also allow the farm to increase the land dedicated to
woodland and wildlife.
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New footpath
The project will include plans for a new 4km footpath
and woodland picnic area for the benefit of local
residents.

New fencing
Deer fencing will be installed around the site for security
purposes.

The proposed new footpath will pass through
the mature woodland at Mossmaul.

Existing stone walls
The site is surrounded by stone walls that will be
maintained and will help to screen the project and retain
its agricultural appearance.
The design allows for rows of panels with significant
gaps between and around them, ensuring that up to
70% of the fenced solar area will remain as uncovered
grassland.

Views of the site
Working with a landscape architect, the team have
refined the design to limit views of the solar farm from
the surrounding homes, roads, and pathways. The site
is naturally well screened and benefits from the local
ridgelines, woodland, trees, hedges, and walls. To further
improve this, our landscape architect and ecologists are
carefully developing a landscape and planting plan for
new and enhanced woodland and hedges.

The area includes stands of mature woodland, which will be enhanced and expanded to
naturally break up and screen the solar farm and improve habitat and biodiversity.
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Email: info@highnuntonsolar.co.uk
www.highnuntonsolar.co.uk

Robert Maitland, Culraven Farmhouse,
Borgue, DG6 4SG

For further information and updates on this project, or to
get in touch please visit www.highnuntonsolar.co.uk
Comments about the scheme can be posted to Robert Maitland, Culraven Farm,
Borgue, Kirkcudbright, DG6 4SG or emailed to info@highnuntonsolar.co.uk
by 1st September 2021.
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