
Information Sheet
Planning process

We have appointed Prospus Group to undertake the planning and design for 
the project. Prospus have an experienced team of planning and renewable 
energy specialists who have successfully worked with local communities and 
stakeholders on low carbon energy projects across the UK.   

Email: info@highnuntonsolar.co.uk 
www.highnuntonsolar.co.uk

The planning application process starts with a series of detailed environmental assessments of the site to assess its suitability; 

these then help to inform the design as it develops iteratively over time. Having now completed the first phase of this work 

we have developed an initial design to allow us to engage with and discus the project with the local community and key 

stakeholders. 

Stage One:  
Site assessment
The site is assessed against a long  
list of criteria to establish suitability.

Stage Two:  
Environmental assessments
Detailed on-site environmental  
assessments are completed to help inform 
the design, including: landscape, visual, 
heritage, archaeology, ecology, ornithology, 
hydrology and more…

Stage Three:  
Community and stakeholder 
engagement
Working with key local stakeholders  
and local communities to tailor the  
project design and management plans 
based on the feedback received. 

Stage Six:  
Construction
A project of this size would take around  
nine months to build, though three months 
of this would typically include for site set-
up, testing, and commissioning works, 
during which time there would be limited 
activity on the site. 

Stage Five:  
Planning determination
Working with the local planning  
authority if the project is consented  
to ensure all the planning conditions  
are implemented as required.

Stage Four:  
Planning application
Development of the detailed planning 
application pack, including: designs, 
supporting information, surveys, and 
management plans. Working with the 
planning authority to answer any questions 
and queries arising as they consider the 
application.

Stage Seven: Operation 
A solar farm will normally operate for 30 years. During this time, they 
are not manned but are monitored remotely. They are also serviced 
every few months by a small team of specialist engineers. 

P L A N N I N G  P R O C E S S
Our in-house Environmental Planning and Sustainability Team are recognised as industry experts with significant experience in all 
facets of solar farm planning, from initial appraisals through to compliance monitoring on operational sites. We employ a thorough 

assessment process for each site, drawing on local knowledge from communities and specialists to develop detailed planning 
applications and environmental assessments. The key stages of our process include:

Site
assessment

Our sites are thoroughly assessed (including 
constraints mapping and site visits) by our 

planning team before deciding on whether to 
proceed with a project.

Environmental 
assessment

Relevant independent technical 
experts are engaged to thoroughly 

assess potential impacts and identify 
mitigation or avoidance measures.

Stakeholder 
engagement

We inform and consult with local 
communities and stakeholders, and 
tailor our designs and management 
plans to address feedback received.

Planning application
We coordinate the preparation and 

submission of planning and environmental 
permit applications, liaising with the relevant 
decision-making authority to ensure prompt 

responses to any queries or requests for 
additional information.

Post-approval
Following approval of a planning 

permission, our team prepares 
detailed summaries of the 

various planning obligations 
to be adhered to during 

construction and operation. 

Post-construction
Once our solar farms are complete, we 

visit each site to assess compliance 
with our planning and environmental 

permits and prepare a punch or 
snagging list of any remedial items 

that need to be completed.

Operation
We’ll work alongside our Asset 

Management team to address any 
planning matters, and help monitor 

ongoing environmental survey 
requirements where relevant.
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Proposed solar farm and battery storage facility 
High Nunton Farm, near Borgue, Dumfries and Galloway


